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To  the  Aldridge  I Brow  nhi lls  Urban  District  Council 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for 
1966. 

The  task  of  writing  a report  this  year  is  complicated  by  two 
facts,  (a)  the  disappearance  of  two  urban  Districts  and  (b)  the 
amalgamation  of  the  greater  part  of  these  districts  into  one  combined 
District  on  1st  April,  1966.  Statistics  must  therefore  be  presented  in 
three  parts,  (a)  for  Aldridge  Urban  District  for  the  first  three  months 
prior  to  the  date  of  amalgamation,  (b)  for  Brownhills  Urban  District 
as  under  (a),  and  lastly  (c)  for  Aldridge  and  Brownhills  Urban 
District  for  the  nine  months  following  April  1st.  It  will  thus  not  be 
possible  to  prepare  the  usual  comparative  statistics  except  for  those 
comparing  district  data  with  those  of  England  and  Wales.  I intend 
to  present  the  report  chiefly  for  the  new  district  and  shall  deal  with 
the  statistics  of  the  defunct  districts  in  appendices. 

The  new  urban  district — the  fourth  largest  amongst  535  in 
England  and  Wales — comprises  the  greater  part  of  the  former 
Aldridge  and  Brownhills  Urban  Districts  with  the  loss  of  Great  Barr 
and  Norton  Canes  respectively.  The  area  is  13,276  acres  (West 
Bromwich  11,704  acres,  Walsall  12,990  acres,  Sutton  Coldfield 
13,978  acres).  At  the  time  of  writing  the  district  has  been  declared  an 
“excepted  district”  for  education  purposes  and,  it  seems,  will  soon  be 
permitted  to  assume  delegated  powers  for  the  personal  health  and 
welfare  services. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  conventional  data  as  usually 
provided  in  the  Annual  Report.  To  judge  by  these,  the  district  is  not 
at  all  doing  badly.  The  adjusted  Live  Birth  Rate  was  17.02  per  1,000 
population  (England  and  Wales— 17.7);  the  adjusted  Death  Rate 
was  10.48  per  1,000  population  (England  and  Wales — 11.7);  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  was  16.12  (England  and 
Wales — 18.9);  and  the  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate,  which  may  be 
considered  as  even  more  significant  was  23.52  (England  and  Wales — 
26.3).  The  district  data,  therefore,  compare  well  with  the  average 
data  of  the  country. 

In  the  population  section  I shall  chiefly  dwell  on  certain  aspects 
emanating  from  the  10%  sample  census  in  1966,  the  findings  of  which 
have  now  become  available. 

A major  shock  was  provided  by  the  death  of  a workman  who 
died  from  Weil’s  Disease  following  cleaning  operations  in  Ford  Brook. 
This  was  to  my  knowledge  the  first  death  in  the  area  from  this  cause. 
The  Coroner  called  the  brook  an  open  sewer  and  his  jury  advised 
regular  cleaning  of  the  brook.  Mechanical  cleansing  has  since  been 
undertaken,  together  with  other  precautionary  measures.  But  the 
Ford  Brook  remains  a menace  to  be  watched. 
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I had  the  greatest  satisfaction  from  the  provision  of  a first  class 
ambulance  by  the  Rotary  Club  and  Round  Table  of  Aldridge.  This 
has  enabled  us  to  commence  a regular  transport  service  for  the  old 
and  disabled.  Voluntary  organisations  have  repeatedly  expressed 
great  satisfaction  with  this  service. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  all  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  the  sympathetic  help  afforded  on  many  occasions. 
Similarly,  I wish  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  my  other  Chief  Officer 
colleagues  for  many  a kind  word  of  advice  Last,  not  least,  I should 
like  to  state  how  fortunate  I am  to  have  the  advice  and  co-operation 
of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  all  the  other  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


The  estimated  home  population  at  mid-summer  1966  was  83,300. 
The  10%  sample  population  for  the  year  was  82,780,  i.e.  99.37%  of 
the  estimated  population.  The  main  reasons  for  this  percentage 
discrepancy,  which  varies  very  slightly  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  another,  are  considered  to  be  defects  in  the  sample  frame  and 
concealed  non-response  to  the  census.  A correction  factor  will  not  be 
available  from  the  Registrar  General  until  1968. 

Vital  statistics  have  been  calculated  on  the  basis  of  the  estimated 
home  population.  Ward  statistics,  however,  have  been  prepared  on 
the  basis  of  the  sample  census  population.  The  discrepancy  is,  in  my 
opinion,  so  slight  as  to  be  insignificant. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  Shore 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


POPULATION 


10%  Sample  Census,  1966 
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Total  male  pensioners  = 2,010  (2,245,000).  % male  persons  over  65  of  male  population  = 4.8  (9.5) 

Total  female  pensioners  = 4,780  (5,136,000).  % female  persons  over  60  of  female  population  = 11.5  (20.8) 
Total  pensionable  persons  = 6,790  (7,381,000).  % pensionable  persons  of  total  population  — 8.2  (15.3) 

(Figures  in  brackets  are  for  England  & Wales) 
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Two-person  households  with 
one  person  pensionable  110 
both  persons  pensionable  160 
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one  person  pensionable  200 
both  persons  pensionable  210 
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both  persons  pensionable  110 
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SHELFIELD  AND  HIGH  HEATH 
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both  persons  pensionable  100 


PERCENTAGE  OF  PENSIONABLE  PERSONS 
(male  65 +,  female  60+)  of  total  Ward  Populations 

(Total  persons  of  pensionable  age  in  brackets) 


Rushall 

12.9 

(870) 

Brownhills  . . 

10.8 

(1.110) 

Shelfield  & High  Heath 

9.8 

(570) 

Walsall  Wood 

9.7 

(980) 

Pelsall 

7.7 

(690) 

Streetly 

7.3 

(850) 

Aldridge 

6.9 

(1,140) 

Pheasey 

4.5 

(580) 

(6,790) 


% of  pensioners  of  total  district  population  = 8. 2 


CHILDREN  UNDER  FIVE 


(1) 

Aldridge 

2,090 

(2) 

Streetly 

1,670 

(3) 

Pheasey 

1,480 

(4) 

Walsall  Wood 

1,230 

(5) 

Brownhills 

1,120 

(6) 

Pelsall 

1,090 

(7) 

Shelfield  & High  Heath  . . 

730 

(8) 

Rushall 

580 

9,990 

CHILDREN  5—14 


(1) 

Aldridge 

2,810 

(2) 

Pheasey 

1,910 

(3) 

Streetly 

1,890 

(4) 

Walsall  Wood 

1,710 

(5) 

Brownhills 

1,430 

(6) 

Pelsall 

1,380 

(7) 

Rushall 

1,210 

(8) 

Shelfield  & High  Heath  . . 

780 

13,120 


TOTAL  FAMILIES 


Aldridge 

Pheasey  Streetly 

Brownhills  Walsall 
Wood 

Pelsall 

Rushall 

4,660 

3,460  3,420 

2,920  2,770 

2,500 

1,770 

Overall  Total 

23,220 


Shelfield 

& High 

Heath 

1,720 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  approximately  15,000  out  of  25,000 
dwellings  in  the  district  are  owner-occupied;  that  1,300  households 
have  no  hot  water  tap;  1,460  have  no  bath  and  approximately  2,400 
have  an  outside  water  closet. 

The  three  largest  wards— Aldridge,  Pheasey  and  Streetly— 
contain  half  of  the  total  population,  52%  of  the  child  population 
under  5,  and  50%  of  children  aged  5—14  years.  Rushall  has  the 
largest  percentage  of  pensionable  persons  per  total  ward  population, 
i.e.  12.9,  against  Pheasey’s  4.5. 

880  persons  still  live  in  320  caravans.  Some  sites  are  being 
wound  up,  but  one  caravan  site  seems  to  be  with  us  for  good. 
Conditions  are  deplorable  and  a latent  danger  to  public  health. 


RATEABLE  VALUE 

As  at  1st  April,  1967,  the  Rateable  Value  was  £2,652,143,  and 
the  sum  represented  by  a Id.  rate  was  £11,066. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

A few  tables  will  do  more  than  any  lyrical  description  to 
illustrate  the  social  conditions  in  the  district.  Population  statistics 
have  already  indicated  a definite  trend,  but  this  is  underlined  by  the 
following  tables,  which  again  are  based  on  the  census  sample.  They 
refer  to  economic  activity,  migration  and  transport. 
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ECONOMIC  ACTIVITY 
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PERSONS  NOT  IN  EMPLOYMENT 
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Total  male  26,040 
Total  female  22,840 


SOCIAL  CLASS  (ECONOMICALLY  ACTIVE  AND  RETIRED  MALES) 
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HOUSEHOLD  AMENITIES 
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Households  without  Cars 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
(1st  April,  1966— 31st  December,  1966) 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population — 62,840. 

Area  Comparability  Factors  (A.C.F.’s)— used  for  calculating  the 
corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  as  follows  for  1966  (births  0.75, 
Deaths  1.73).  This  means  a lowering  of  the  crude  birth  rate  and  an 
increase  of  the  crude  death  rate,  and  takes  into  account  the  fact  that 
as  the  district  develops  the  number  of  residents  in  the  younger  age 
groups  annually  increases.  In  other  words  the  A.C.F.  s make  an 
approximate  allowance  for  the  way  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the 
local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

When  so  corrected,  the  birth  and  death  rates  are  comparable 
with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  or  with  corresponding 

corrected  rates  for  any  other  area. 

In  addition,  the  death  rate  A.C.F.  is  now  adjusted  specifically 
to  take  account  of  any  1 ' residential  institutions  in  the  area. 


BIRTHS 


Births  in  the  district  have  fallen,  compared  with  the  previous 
year,  as  they  have  in  England  and  Wales. 

Live  Births,  1966: 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

705 

672 

1,377 

21 

28 

49 

726 

700 

1,426 

The  crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  22.69 
and  the  corrected  live  birth  rate  was  17.02,  the  latter  can  be  compar- 
ed with  the  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  which  was 
17.7  for  1966. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  was  3.4  per  cent  of  the 
total  live  births. 


Still  birth  rate: 

19  still  births  (males  8,  females  11) — all  legitimate — were 
registered,  and  the  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  was  13.14 
(England  and  Wales  15.3). 

Live  births  exceeded  deaths  by  1,045. 


DEATHS 

Death  Rate 

381  deaths  (males  207,  females  174).  Male  deaths  54.3%  of  all 
deaths. 

The  crude  death  rate  was  6.06  and  the  corrected  death  rate  10.48 
per  1,000  of  the  population — the  latter  can  be  compared  with  the 
crude  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was 
11.7  for  1966. 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate 

23  infants  (male  14,  female  9)  under  one  year  of  age  died,  giving 
an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  16.12  per  1,000  live  births.  18  infants 
under  four  weeks  of  age  died  (1  illegitimate)  giving  a neo-natal  death 
rate  of  12.62  per  1,000  live  births.  15  infants  under  one  week  of  age 
died  (1  illegitimate). 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (all  causes)  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales  was  18.9  per  1,000  live  births,  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
this  country. 

The  early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  was 
10.51. 

The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  was  23.52 
(England  and  Wales  26.3). 

Cancer 

71  deaths  (male  39,  female  32)  resulted  from  malignant  neo- 
plasms and  included  in  these  were  18  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  and- 
or  bronchus  (male  16,  female  2). 

PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Arrangements  relating  to  the  domiciliary  nursing,  clinic,  home 
help,  immunisation  and  ambulance  services  remain  as  in  previous 
years. 

Laboratory  Services — The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Martin  Street,  Stafford  (Tel.  Stafford  4377) — Director:  Dr.  W.  L. 
Hooper.  (Directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  Ministry 
of  Health). 

Chemical  Analysis — County  Analyst — A.  Houlbrook  Esq.,  M.Sc., 
F.R.I.C.,  Chemical  Laboratory,  County  Buildings,  Stafford,  (Tel. 
Stafford  3121). 

MIDWIVES’  INCINERATOR 

The  “Victor”  gas  fired  incinerator  has  functioned  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year.  No  complaints  have  been  received.  The 
incinerator  has  been  in  use  almost  continually. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS 

There  are  now  two  Ford  Anglia  estate  cars  in  service,  run  by 
two  part-time  drivers  (and  their  reserve  drivers).  The  voluntary  staff 
is  provided  by  the  W.R.V.S.  under  the  guidance  of  the  District 
Organiser,  Mrs.  E.  Hunt. 

This  essential  social  service  has  been  extended  to  Walsall  Wood 
and  Shelfield-High  Heath  and  covers  now  all  parts  of  the  district. 
The  target  has,  however,  not  yet  been  reached  as  it  is  plainly  de- 
sirable to  increase  the  number  of  meals  to  existing  recipients,  in 
addition  to  acquiring  new  clients.  A Luncheon  Club  was  started  in 
the  Brownhills  area  and  meets  twice  weekly  on  the  premises  of  the 
Catshill  Road  Welfare  Centre. 
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The  number  of  meals  served  during  the  period  1st  April,  1967 — 
31st  December,  1967  was  as  follows:- 

Aldridge  area  . . . . 4,744 

Brownhills  area  . . . . 2,495 

Luncheon  Club  . . . . 904 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISABLED 
AND  THE  ELDERLY 

A specially  equipped  ambulance  was  donated  by  Aldridge 
Rotary  Club  and  Round  Table  and  put  into  service  early  in  the  year. 
A special  garage  was  erected  at  52,  Portland  Road,  Aldridge  and  a 
driver  and  reserve  driver  engaged. 

Most  voluntary  organisations  for  the  physically  handicapped 
and  elderly  are  now  participating  in  a rota  of  various  events  and 
outings.  Outings  outside  the  district,  but  not  exceeding  50  miles 
radius,  have  been  permitted  by  Council.  The  new  vehicle  has  certainly 
proved  most  useful  in  all  these  activities  and  has  been  much  ac- 
claimed. 

FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS 

Negotiations  with  the  Family  Planning  Association  for  the 
starting  of  a Family  Planning  Clinic  in  Aldridge  commenced  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  were  finally  approved  by  the  County  Council. 
At  the  time  of  writing  this  clinic  has  now  had  regular  sessions  since 
March,  1967.  Sessions  take  place  at  the  Leighswood  Road  Welfare 
Clinic  on  Monday  evenings  (7.00 — 8.30  p.m.).' 

MORTUARIES 

The  two  mortuaries  in  the  district  continue  to  operate  satis- 
factorily. Considerable  improvements  have  recently  been  carried 
out  with  respect  to  heating  and  lighting.  The  access  road  to  the 
Aldridge  mortuary  off  Anchor  Road  has  been  tarmacked. 

Two  part-time  attendants  are  employed.  There  has  been  full 
co-operation  with  the  police.  110  bodies  were  brought  into  the 
mortuaries. 

Both  body  refrigerators  are  functioning  well. 

WATER 

The  urban  district  is  within  the  statutory  area  of  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  B.Sc., 
M.I.C.E.,  Engineer-in-Chief,  had  kindly  let  me  have  the  following 
information  in  respect  of  the  year  1966:- 

1.  The  supply  to  the  Urban  District  of  Aldridge — Brownhills  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  The  supply  is  derived  from  one  pumping  station  (Bourne  Vale) 
within  and  others  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  Authority  and 
a proportion  of  water  of  surface  origin  is  also  supplied  to  parts 
of  the  district. 
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Regular  and  frequent  samples,  both  bacteriological  and 
chemical,  are  examined  from  the  pumping  stations.  Bacteri- 
ological samples  of  the  raw  water  are  also  earned  out  where 
possible.  During  1966,  62  samples  from  Bourne  Vale  Pumping 
Station  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

Routine  samples  were  also  examined  from  Barr  Beacon 
Reservoirs,  the  Waterman’s  house  in  Aldridge,  Municipal 
Buildings,  Brownhills,  High  Street,  Clayhanger  and  from  the 
Waterman’s  house  in  Norton  Canes. 

162  samples  were  examined  from  Barr  Beacon  Reservoirs,  of 
which  154  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

13  samples  from  the  Waterman’s  house,  Aldridge,  10  from 
Brownhills,  10  from  Clayhanger  and  12  from  Norton  Canes 
were  all  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

71  samples  were  examined  from  the  Norton  Canes  area,  69  of 
which  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria,  as  were  74  out  of  75 
samples  examined  from  the  Walsall  Wood  area. 

The  average  chemical  results  for  1966  of  the  tap  samples  from 
Aldridge,  Brownhills  and  Norton  Canes  were:- 

Aldridge  Brownhills  Norton 


pH 

7.3 

7.4 

Canes 

7.8 

Alkalinity  (CaC03) 

parts  per  million 

115  114 

84 

Chlorides  (Cl) 

27.6 

30.8 

16.4 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (N) 

.005 

Trace 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (N) 

.040 

Trace 

Trace 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  (N) 

8.9 

11.0 

4.3 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hr.  at  27°C) 

.48 

.12 

.12 

Temporary  Hardness 

110 

109 

80 

Permanent  Hardness 

121 

142 

50 

Total  Hardness 

231 

251 

130 

Iron  (Fe) 

.07 

.01 

Trace 

Manganese  (Mn) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Poisonous  Metals  (Cu  & Pb) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Cl 

Trace 

Nil 

.02 

Flouride  (F) 

.16 

— 

— 

3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo-solvency,  no  lead  being 
found  in  any  of  the  tap  samples  examined. 


4.  Sterilisation  of  waters  is  carried  out  where  possible  at  the 
pumping  stations  as  a precautionary  measure.  Special  ap- 
paratus and  staff  are  available  in  the  event  of  contamination. 
Chlorination  on  site  is  practised  following  burst  mains,  etc., 
laying  of  new  mains  and  emptying  reservoirs.  New  mains,  etc. 
are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and 
pronounced  satisfactory. 

5.  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  at  the  31st  December  1966  was  26,188.  This  includes 
the  houses  in  the  areas  affected  by  the  West  Midlands  Order. 
There  are  no  dwellings  supplied  by  outside  stand-pipes  in  the 


24 


area,  all  the  properties  which  were  originally  supplied  in  this 
manner  have  either  been  demolished  or  the  taps  resited  to  a 
point  within  the  premises. 

The  population  is  estimated  by  the  Company  at  3.24  persons 
per  house. 

HOUSING 

(a).  Much  of  my  time  has  been  taken  up  by  applicants  claiming 
medical  priority  for  re-housing.  The  committee  procedure  has  now 
been  changed,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presenting  his  own  report 
to  the  Housing  Management  Committee.  All  medical  certificates  are 
forwarded  to  him  for  further  investigation. 

The  cases  seen  during  the  period  1st  April,  1966 — 31st  December, 
1966,  are  analysed  in  the  following  table:- 


Classifica- 

Transfers 

New  Cases 

Rejected 

Welfare 

Total 

tion 

Rec- 

Re- 

Rec- 

Re- 

omm- 

housed 

omm- 

housed 

ended 

ended 

Physical 

19 

12 

9 

7 

31 

3 

62 

Mental 

10 

8 

6 

4 

15 

— 

31 

29 

20 

15 

11 

46 

3 

93 

(b).  The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  1966: — 

(a)  By  local  authority  . . . . 166 

(b)  By  other  authority  . . . . Nil 

(c)  By  private  enterprise  . . 414 

The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the 


year:- 


(a) 

By  local  authority 

531 

(b) 

By  other  authority 

Nil 

(c) 

By  private  enterprise 

408 

TOTALS — Erected  during  1966  . . 

580 

In  course  of  erection 

939 

IMMUNISATION 

I am  grateful  to  Dr.  Jamison,  Area  Medical  Officer,  for  the 
following  information  in  respect  of  immunisations  etc.  carried  out 
in  the  urban  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1966:- 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 
(a)  No.  of  children  who  re- 
ceived a course  of  primary 
protection,  singly  or  in  com- 
bination, in  1966 

1966 

1965 

Bom  in 
1964 

1963 

Others 
under 
59/62  16  years 

570 

895 

143 

52 

156 

of  age 
188 

(b)  No.  of  children  who  re- 
ceived reinforcing  injection 
in  1966 

159 

613 

108 

1249 

2235 

25 


Bom  in 

Others 

under 

2. Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 
(a)  No.  of  children  who  re- 
ceived a course  of  primary 
protection,  singly  or  in  com- 

1966 

1965 

1964 

1963 

59/62  16  years 
of  age 

bination,  in  1966 
(b)  No.  of  children  who  re- 
ceived reinforcing  injection 

551 

886 

136 

46 

26 

84 

3. 

in  1966 

Tetanus  Inoculation 

159 

482 

98 

255 

43 

(a)  Primary 

570 

895 

143 

51 

155 

188 

4. 

(b)  Reinforcing 
Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

— 

159 

481 

108 

1216 

2216 

(a)  Primary 

264 

988 

401 

94 

99 

35 

(b)  Reinforcing 
(All  oral  type  vaccine) 

— 

130 

380 

117 

732 

366 

5.  (a)  Smallpox  Vaccination  Age 

0-3  mths  4-6  mths  7-9  mths  10-12  mths 
17  20  10  15 

1 year  2—4  years  5—15  years 

615  244  191 

(b)  Re  vaccinations — 136 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES— 1966 


Age  Group 

Disease 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Dysentery 

Meningo- 

coccal 

Infection 

Under  1 yr. 

1 

9 

61 





1 year 

4 

12 

224 

— 

— 

2 years 

7 

11 

214 

— 

— 

3 years 

7 

15 

225 

1 

— 

4 years 

13 

16 

209 

— 

— 

5-9  years 

61 

27 

555 

1 

— 

10-14  years  . . 

3 

— 

5 

— 

— 

15—24  years  . . 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25- — years 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

97 

90 

1,496 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Tuberculosis 

Under  5 years  . . 

1 

— 

3 

1 

5-14  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-44  years 

1 

2 

— 

18 

45-64  years 

— 

4 

— 

5 

65 -j-  years 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

4 

6 

3 

26 

26 


TOTAL  DEATHS 


Causes  of  death  in  the  Aldridge-Brownhills  Urban  District 
(1st  April  1966 — 31st  December  1966 


An.  Causes 

Meningococcal  Infections 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . . 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . . 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 
Diabetes  . . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  Systems 
Coronary  disease,  Angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  Defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 


Male  Female 


207 

2 

7 

16 


16 

1 

16 

53 

5 

11 

11 

9 

16 

4 

1 


174 

2 

2 

1 

2 

6 

5 
17 

1 

1 

25 

29 

7 
19 

8 

6 
3 
1 
1 
1 
3 


1 

5 

17 

9 

2 

5 


4 
22 

5 
1 
2 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS 


Legit. 

Males 

Ulegit. 

Total 

Legit. 

Females 

Illegit. 

Total 

Under  1 week  of  age  9 

— 

9 

5 

1 

6 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  1 0 

— 

10 

7 

1 

8 

Under  1 year  of  age  14 

— 

14 

8 

1 

9 

The  18  deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age  were  classified  under  the 
ioiiowing  causes: — 

Prematurity — 10  deaths 
Congenital  Malformations — 6 deaths 
Birth  trauma — 1 death 
Infective  or  parasitic  disease — 1 death 
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DEATHS  FROM  CORONARY  DISEASE,  ANGINA— age  in  years. 

(82  deaths — male,  53,  female  29). 


25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Total 

Males  2 

5 

7 

12 

15 

12 

53 

Females  — 

— 

— 

5 

7 

17 

29 

DEATHS  FROM  VASCULAR  LESIONS  OF  NERVOUS  SYSTEM— age  in  years 

(41  deaths — male  16,  female  25). 


45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Total 

Males 

1 

3 

8 

4 

16 

Females 

1 

1 

13 

10 

25 

DEATHS  FROM  HEART  AND  CIRCULATORY  DISEASE  (other  than 

Coronary  disease — age  in  years. 

(61  deaths — male  27,  female  34) 


15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Total 

Males 

1 



— 

3 

5 

4 

14 

27 

Females 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

12 

18 

34 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  HEART  AND  CIRCULATORY  DISEASE 

143  deaths — male  80,  female  63. 


CANCER  DEATHS— 71  deaths  (male  39,  female  32),  including  18  deaths 
due  to  cancer  of  the  Lung  (16  male,  2 female). 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG— age  in  years 


45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Total 

Males 

6 

3 

1 

6 

16 

Females 

1 

1 

2 

DEATH  FROM  ALL  CANCER— age  in  years 


15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Total 

Males 

_ 

- 

1 

8 

11 

7 

12 

39 

Females 

1 

1 

3 

6 

10 

6 

5 

32 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  BREAST— age  in  years. 


35— 

46— 

66— 

05— 

Total 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  UTERUS— age  in  years. 


35— 

45— 

55— 

Total 

1 

I 

3 

5 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  OF  STOMACH— age  in  years. 


Males 

Females 

55— 

65— 

75— 

Total 

4 

2 

1 

1 

7 

1 

DEATHS  FROM 

BRONCHITIS 

—age  in  years. 

55— 

65— 

75— 

Total 

Males 

6 

3 

7 

16 

Females 

— 

1 

2 

3 

DEATHS  FROM  MOTOR  VEHICLE  ACCIDENTS— age  in  years. 


1— 

5 — 

15— 

25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

75  + 

Total 

Males 



i 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

9 

Females 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

DEATHS  FROM  SUICIDE — age  in  years. 


25— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65 — 

75  + 

Total 

Males 

1 

1 



1 

1 

1 

5 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Age  in  years  (All  causes  of  death) 


Under 

4 

weeks 

4 

weeks- 
1 year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  + 

Total 

Males 

10 

4 

2 

3 

4 

6 

8 

24 

46 

40 

60 

207 

Females 

8 

1 

5 

2 

4 

5 

6 

11 

26 

44 

62 

174 

male  deaths  age  46-05  48.3%  male  deaths  age  06  + 

21.2 /0  female  deaths  age  45-65  60.9%  female  deaths  age  65  + 
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APPENDIX  1 

ALDRIDGE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population — 15,150 

Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

178 

165 

343 

Illegitimate  . . 

5 

4 

9 

183 

169 

352 

Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population — 23.2  (No.  ACF). 
(Crude  live  birth  rate  in  1965  was  22.8) 


Still  Birth  Rate 

9 still  births  (3  males,  6 females)  were  registered.  All  were 
legitimate.  Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  — 
24.9  (Still  birth  rate  in  1965  was  14.26) 

Death  Rate 

100  deaths  (males  54,  females  46) 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population — 6.6  (No  ACF)  (Crude 
death  rate  in  1965  was  6.46) 

Infant  Imortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age =5  (all  male  and  legitimate)  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births=14.2  (Infant  Mortality  Rate 
in  1965  was  17.36) 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age =2  (both  males  and  legitimate) 
(Neo-natal  mortality  rate=5.6  per  1,000  live  births.  (Neo-natal 
mortality  rate  in  1965  was  10.13). 

Deaths  under  1 week  of  age =2  (both  males  and  legitimate) 
Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births=5.6  (Early 
neo-natal  mortality  rate  in  1965  was  8.7) 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  was  30.4 
(22.8  in  1965). 

APPENDIX  11 


BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population — 7,300 

Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

83 

92 

175 

8 

Illegitimate  . . 

4 

4 

87 

90 

183 

30 


Crude  live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population) =0.25)  No  ACF 
(Crude  live  birth  rate  in  1965  was  23.8) 

Still  Birth  Rate 

4 still  births  (2  males,  2 females)  were  registered.  All  were  legiti- 
mate. Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 21.4 
(Still  birth  rate  in  1965  was  22.47) 

Death  Rate 

93  deaths  (54  males,  39  females) 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population =12.7  (No  ACF)  (Crude 
death  rate  in  1965  was  8.29) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age =6  (3  males,  3 females — all  legiti- 
mate) Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births=32.7  (Infant 
Mortality  Rate  in  1965  was  15.8) 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  of  age =3  (2  males,  1 female)  Neo-natal 
mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births— 16.3  Neo-natal  mortality 
rate  in  1965  was  12.9) 

Deaths  under  1 week  of  age=l  (male)  Early  neo-natal  mortality 
rate  per  1,000  live  births=5.4  (Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  in 
1965  was  8.6) 

The  perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  week  of  age)  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  was  26  7 
(30.9  in  1965) 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Particulars 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
ties 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises 

3 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

205 

77 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

208 

78 

11 

Nil 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 
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PART  VIII  of  the  Act  — OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134) — NIL 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  S ANNUAL  REPORT 

1966 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
Aldridge-Brownhills  Urban  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  department  during  the  year. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year  100%  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  at 
the  four  privately  licensed  slaughterhouses.  I am  pleased  to 
report  that  the  condemnations  were  minor  in  character. 
The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966 
came  into  operation  during  the  year.  These  Regulations 
give  local  authorities  power  to  fix  hours  of  slaughtering 
within  their  districts. 

(b)  Slum  Clearance 

During  the  year  a housing  survey  of  properties  in  Howdles 
Lane,  Watling  Street,  and  Castle  Street,  Brownhills  was 
carried  out  to  ascertain  the  number  of  unfit  dwellinghouses 
present.  This  area  came  under  the  control  of  the  Council 
after  1st  April,  1966. 

The  area  consisted  of  very  mixed  development,  ranging 
from  local  authority  owned  houses;  old  terraced  type 
property;  business  premises-dwellinghouses;  single  storey 
bungalows  of  some  considerable  age;  some  modernised 
properties  and  new  dwellinghouses. 

A total  number  of  70  houses  were  surveyed,  and  52  found 
to  be  unfit.  Towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it  was  de- 
cided by  the  Council  that  the  unfit  properties  should  be 
dealt  with  by  the  department  to  be  followed  up  with  the 
making  of  Compulsory  Purchase  orders.  At  the  passing  of 
the  year  a start  was  made  on  the  programme. 

Fifty-seven  unfit  dwellinghouses  were  demolished  and  a 
further  eight  houses  (not  unfit)  were  demolished  by  the 
department  for  re-development  purposes. 

One  property  for  individual  demolition  order  action  and 
two  clearance  areas,  comprising  13  houses,  were  represented 
to  committee.  Five  individual  demolition  orders  were 
served. 

(c)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

Routine  supervision  of  all  food  premises  within  the  district 
was  undertaken.  Much  of  the  value  to  be  obtained  from 
this  work  is  contained  in  the  educational  aspects  of  the 
inspectors  visits,  and  the  adjustments  of  minor  infringe- 
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ments  of  the  regulations  within  a relatively  short  time  of 
their  occurrence.  By  this  means  it  is  hoped  that  staff  em- 
ployed in  food  premises  will  gradually  become  hygiene 
conscious  and  a host  of  minor  infringements  is  prevented 
from  building  up  into  a major  problem  on  any  particular 
premises.  I am  convinced  that  this  approach  to  the  task  is 
showing  evidence  of  success,  but  in  the  final  analysis  it 
depends  on  the  frequency  of  the  inspectors  visit. 

A more  critical  approach  to  food  premises  by  the  house- 
wife would  be  of  great  assistance  to  the  health  department. 
A willingness  to  complain  when  not  satisfied  by  the  hygiene 
standards  of  the  shop  rather  than  a passive  acceptance  of 
the  situation  would  I feel  sure  result  in  dramatic  im- 
provements. 

Details  of  Cases  taken  against  Food  Dealers 


Article 
Milk  bottle 

Cake 


Condition  Manufacturer 
Containing  Woolner  Bros., 
foreign  body  Walsall 
Mould  S.J.  Stanton  & 
growth  Sons  Ltd., 

Hednesford 


Retailer  Result  of  case 

Woolner  Bros.,  Fined  £25 
Walsall  Costs  ^6.6. Od. 

S.J.  Stanton  & Fined  £25 
Sons  Ltd.,  Costs  ^6.6. Od. 

High  Street 
Brownhills 


(d)  Caravan  Sites 

Following  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  Authorities,  the 
number  of  caravan  sites  was  brought  to  a total  of  six  for 
the  combined  Authority,  including  one  which  came  into 
the  District  from  Lichfield  Rural  District  owing  to  the 
straightening  of  the  boundaries  at  Newtown  Brownhills. 
A Housing  Committee  decision  to  close  the  Local  Authority 
owned  site  at  Clayhanger  began  to  be  implemented  and  the 
caravan  occupiers  were  rehoused  as  housing  became 
available.  This  site  therefore  was  begun  to  be  run  down 
during  the  year  under  review. 

Of  the  other  licensed  sites,  one  remains  a small  site  oc- 
cupied by  only  one  family  and  consisting  of  three  caravans 
and  some  ancillary  sheds,  and  a smaller  site  at  Brownhills 
North  with  places  for  6 caravans  is  also  administered  with- 
out difficulty. 

The  two  remaining  sites  are  those  on  Barr  Beacon  estab- 
lished prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control 
of  Development  Act.  One  of  these  is  licensed  and  the  other 
has  never  been  considered  suitable  for  licencing  but  both 
are  the  subject  of  litigation  with  a veiw  to  their  dis- 
continuance. 

(e)  Noise  Abatement 

A total  of  62  visits  were  recorded  as  a result  of  complaints 
relating  to  noise  nuisances  which  reflects  a tendency  for 
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this  type  of  complaint  to  remain  at  a fairly  steady  level. 
In  most  instances  these  complaints  can  be  assisted  by  a 
tactful  approach  with  suggestions  to  reduce  the  noise  level 
made  to  the  persons  causing  the  noise. 

Complaints  of  this  kind  are  an  intensely  personal  thing  and 
the  level  of  noise  which  can  be  tolerated  is  something 
which  varies  from  person  to  person.  In  the  failure  of  the 
legislature  to  provide  noise  standards,  I feel  that  the  in- 
formal approach  outlined  above  is  the  only  satisfactory 
method  which  can  be  employed. 

I am  aware  that  this  point  has  been  made  before  in  previous 
reports,  but  I make  no  apology  for  the  re-iteration:  I am 
convinced  that  the  lack  of  legal  standards  continues  to 
hamper  the  efforts  of  the  Department  to  satisfy  ratepayers 
affected  by  nuisances  of  this  kind. 


HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 


(1) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  or 
Housing  Acts 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

80 

588 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

12 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habit- 
ation 

68 

(4) 

Houses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and  com- 
pleted 

Houses  on  which  undertakings  were  given  and  have 
not  been  completed  . . 

— 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notice 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers 

23 

3.  Action  under  Statory  Powers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  23  and  42  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  : — 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . , 15 

(b)  Number  of  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

Certificates  of  unfitness  issued  . . . . — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . . . 6 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Clearance  Orders  . . . . . . 49 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Closing  Orders  . . . . . . — 

(5)  Houses  demolished  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2)  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  . . — 

(6)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  (not  unfit)  de- 
molished for  redevelopment  purposes  . . . . 7 

(7)  Other  property  demolished  by  owner  . . . . 1 

SITUATION  OF  PROPERTIES  DEALT  WITH 
AS  SHOWN  ABOVE 

Indivdual  Demolition  Order  reported  to  Committee 

5,  Little  Common,  Pelsall. 

Clearance  Areas  reported  to  Committee 

1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8,  9,  Little  Common,  Pelsall. 

7,  9,  11,  13,  15,  17,  Floyds  Lane,  Rushall. 

Individual  Demolition  Orders  served 

58,  Brewers  Drive,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

Wharf  Cottages  (2),  Wharf  Lane,  Whitehouse  Road,  Brownhills. 
10,  and  12,  Coronation  Road,  High  Heath  Pelsall. 

134,  136,  138,  140,  Salters  Road,  Walsall  Wood. 

35,  37,  39,  Wilkin  Road,  Brownhills. 

87A,  89,  91,  Pelsall  Road,  Brownhills. 


36 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders 

120,  122,  124,  126,  Walsall  Road,  Heath  End,  Pelsall. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  & 5,  Shrubbery  Cottages,  Erdington  Road,  Aldridge. 
6’ and  8,  Bosty  Lane,  Aldridge. 

23,  24,  25,  and  26,  Nest  Way,  Pelsall, 

204  and  206,  High  Street,  Brownhills. 

400  and  402,  Aldridge  Road,  Streetly. 

23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33  & 35,  Friezland  Lane,  Brownhills. 

30]  38  & 40,  Lichfield  Road,  Shelfield. 

234  and  236,  High  Street,  Brownhills. 

208,  210  & 212,  High  Street,  Brownhills. 

148,  150,  152,  154,  & 156,  Pelsall  Road,  Brownhills. 

14,  15,  16  & 17,  Railswood  Drive,  Pelsall. 

342,  344,  346,  348,  350  & 352,  Aldridge  Road,  Streetly. 

Indivdual  Demolition  Orders 

‘‘Briar  Ways”,  Bourne  Vale,  Aldridge. 

65,  66  and  67,  Friezland  Lane,  Brownhills. 

97,  Chase  Road,  Brownhills. 

69,  Friezland  Lane,  Brownhills. 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  (unfit)  demolished  by  the  department 
for  redevelopment  purposes. 

14  and  16,  Dales  Lane,  Rushall. 

Local  Authority  owned  houses  (not  unfit)  demolished  by  the  depart- 
ment for  redevelopment  purposes. 

Old  College  Farm,  Bosty  Lane,  Aldridge. 

15,  17,  19&21,  Rookery  Lane,  Aldridge. 

64  and  64a,  High  Street,  Walsall  Wood. 

Other  property  demolished  by  owner 

‘‘Brook  Cottage”,  Station  Road,  Rushall. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1960 


Food  Premises 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of : — 

Number  of  Food  Shops  and  Food  Preparation  Rooms  Inspected  . . 285 

Number  of  Contraventions  Found  . . . . . . . . . . 174 

Number  of  Notices  Served  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Number  of  Improvements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242 

Number  of  Notices  Completed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Inspections  made  re  Unsound  Food  . . . . . . . . . . 126 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

The  Cheif  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department 
of  Staffordshire  County  Council  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
details  of  samples  procured  within  the  district  during  1966:- 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Aldridge  and  Brownhills  Urban  and  District  Council 
Details  of  Samples  procured  during,  1966. 

Number  of  samples  taken  . . 212 

Number  of  samples  genuine  . . 205 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  7 


Apple  J uice  with  Orange 
Acejola  Cherry  Syrup 
Apricot  Jam 
Aspirins  B.P. 

Apple  & Strawberry  Jam 
Aniseed  Drops  in  Glucose 

Boned  Chicken  in  Chicken  Jelly 
Butter  Madeira  Cake 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda  B.P. 

Butter  (5) 

Baby  Dusting  Powder 

Beef  Sausage  containing  Preservative 

Baked  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce 

Blackcurrants  in  Syrup 

Blackcurrant  Cordial 

Brawn 

Black  Pudding 

Bread  Crumbs  with  Colouring 
Bilberries  in  Heavy  Syrup 
Beef  Steak  Pie  with  Kidney 
Bitter  Lemon  Drink 
Bread  Crumbs 
Bread 

Butter  Ginger 
Brandy 

Chopped  Pork  Collar  in  Aspic  Jelly 

Cocconut  Slices 

Cooking  Oil 

Corned  Beef  Lean  Cut 

Concentrated  Orange  Juice 

Carrots 

Cooking  Crumbs 
Cod  Fries 
Cooking  Fat 
Corn  Flake  Crumbs 
Cheddar  Cheese 
Crunch  Biscuits 
Ceylon  Tea 
Crisp  Bread 
Cake  Covering 

Calcium  Drink  with  Vitamin  C 
Cider  Vinegar 


Cocktail  Onions 
Corned  Beef 
Cloves 

Christmas  Pudding 
Cola  Drink 
Cheese  Spread 
Chicken  and  Ham  Soup 

Drinking  Chocolate 
Dairy  Coffee  Ice  Cream 
Danish  Blue  Cheese 
Dried  Peas 
Desiccated  Coconut 
Date  Walnut  Loaf 

English  Honey 
Extra  Malt  Friut  Cake 
Egg  & Bacon  Baby  Food 
English  Cheddar  Cheese 

Fluted  Loaf 

Fresh  Cream  Eclairs 

Fresh  Cream  Scones 

Full  Cream  Evaporated  Milk 

Faggotts  in  Rich  Gravy  (Frozen) 

Fish  Fingers  (Frozen)  (2) 

Fish  Cakes 
Fruit  Pudding 
Frozen  Rissoles 
Frozen  Peas 

Grape  Fruit  Marmalade 
Glace  Mints 

Glycerine  Honey  & Lemon  Sweets 
Gallstone  & Bladder  Mixture 
Glucose  with  Vitamin  D 
Golden  Sponge  with  Raspberry  Jam 
Ground  Almonds  (2) 

Golden  Sweet  Com 
Grated  Parmeson  Cheese 
Garden  Peas  Frozen 
Green  Ginger  Wine 
Ginger  Cordial 
Glace  Cherries 
Gin  (3) 


38 


Ham  Cured  Shoulder 
Headache  Tablets 

Instant  Coffee 
Instant  Mashed  Potato 
Ice  Cream 

Lime  Squash  Crystals 

Low  Calorie  Jaff  Orange  Drink 

Lard 

Liquorice  & Blackcurrant  Sweets 

Lean  Cut  Corned  Beef 

Lamb  Dinner 

Liquid  Apples 

Little  Healers 

Luncheon  Sausage 

Margarine  10.0%  of  Butter 
Malt  Vinegar  (2) 

Margarine  (4) 

Milk  Chocolate  Eclairs 
Mineral  & Vitamin  Syrup 
Macaroni  Milk  Pudding 
Mincemeat 
Marzipan 

Milk  Chocolate  Wholemeal  Biscuits 
Meat  Paste,  Ham  & Beef 

Nutmeg 

Neakling 

Orange  Drink 
Orange  Squash 

Pork  Chipolata  Sausage  cont.  pre- 
servative (9) 

Processed  Peas 
Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Parsley  Sauce  Mix 
Pure  Danish  Cream 
Prunes  in  Syrup 
Plain  Chocolate  Meat 
Prunes  (Pre-Cooked) 

Plain  Flour 

Pate  with  Mushrooms 

Potato  Sticks 

Quick  Dried  Brussel  Sprouts 

Rice  (2) 

Raisins 

Particulars  of  adulterated  samples 
9 B/I  Boned  Chicken  in  Chicken  Jelly 

9%  Deficient  of  meat 

67  B/H  Shrimps 

Should  be  labelled  'Shrimps  in  Brine’ 

24  B/W  Fish  Fingers  (Frozen) 

12.4%  Deficient  of  fish 


Ready  Mix  Ice  Cream  Powder 
Raspberry  Milk  Shake  Syrup 
Rum  (3) 

Red  Cherries  in  Syrup 

Self  Raising  Flour 
Sage 

Small  Leaf  Tea  P.P. 

Suet  Dumpling  Mix 
Shrimps 

Steak  & Kidney  Pudding 
Sweet  Pickle 
Shepherds  Pie 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Swedish  Crisp  Bread 
Scotch  Eggs 

Sevess  Ravioli  in  Tomato  Sauce 

Shandy  . . 

Spun  Washed  Seedless  Raisins 
Sage  & Onion  Stuffing 
Sponge  Sandwich,  Lemon  filled 
Split  Peas  , , . 

Spanish  Paella  Rice,  with  Chicken  & 
Shrimps 

Sliced  Green  Beans  (Stringless) 

Sliced  Braised  Beef  in  Gravy 

Twin  Lollies  (4) 

Tip  Top  Drink 
Tea  (6) 

Tapioca 
Table  Jelly 

Top  of  the  milk  topping 

Unsweetened  Evaporated  Milk 

Vitamin  A & D Capsules 
Vitamin  Tablets 

Vanilla  Dairy  Ice  Cream  with  Real 
Cream 
Vodka  (2) 

Vegetable  Soup 

Washed  Currants 
Whisky  (3) 

Yellow  decorating  topping 
Zinc  & Castor  Oil  Cream 
Crab  Meat 


Item  now  withdrawn  from  sale 


No  further  action  to  be  taken 


Investigations  proceeding 
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77  B/I  Apple  Juice  with  Orange 

Contrary  to  the  labelling  of  Food  Order 

83  B/I  Scotch  Eggs 

Deficient  of  sausage  meat 

84  B/I  Fish  Fingers 

Deficient  of  its  proper  proportion  of  fish 


Item  now  withdrawn  from  sale. 

) Firm  has  now  ceased  manufac- 
3 turing  this  item 

■ Investigations  proceeding 


74  B/W  Sliced  Braised  beef  in  Gravy 

24%  Deficient  of  meat. 


| Investigations  proceeding. 


UNSOUND  FOODS 


The  following  goods  were  inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption 


Lbs.  Ozs. 


369  tins  of  Various  Meats 

1,225  tins  of  Various  Vegetables 

154  tins  of  Various  Fish  and  wet  Fish  . . 

1,113  tins  of  Various  Fruit 

225  tins  of  Soup 

54  tins  of  Rice 

57  tins  of  Baby  Food 

109  tins  Evaporated  Milk 

25  tins  Cream 

1 tin  Beverage 

41  Packets  Salt 

89  Packets  Gravy  Colouring 

232  Packets  Cakes  and  sweet  Confectionery 

69  Packets  Cereals 

I Packet  Tea 

II  Jars  Coffee 
3 Jars  Jam. . 

13  Jars  Mustard 
6 Jars  Pickles 
1 bottle  Vinegar 
6 bottles  Sauce 
6 bottles  Ginger  Ale 
22  bottles  Fruit  Juices 
3 bags  Sugar 
Butter  and  Margarine 
Lard 
Dripping 
Cooking  fats 
Cheese 

146  Eggs 


1,500  14 

1,048  5 

262  9 

1.065  8 

176  7 

55  14 

16  1 

76  13 

9 12 

1 0 

41  8 

26  2 

94  9 

84  2 

0 2 

3 0 

4 0 

2 12 

23  0 

0 10 

4 4 

4 0 

20  7 

3 0 

150  8 

18  0 

9 0 

46  0 

1 11 


Total  4,749  14 
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MILK  SAMPLES  COLLECTED  IN  ALDRIDGE 
BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT 

FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  DURING  1966 


PASTEURISED  STERALISED 


Total 

Cleanliness 

Phosphatase 

Turb 

idity 

From  1.1.66-31.3.66 

Samples 

Satis. 

Unsat. 

Pass 

Fail 

Pass 

Fail 

Aldridge  U.D. 

10 

Retail 

35 

24 

1 

25 

— 

— 

Schools 

5 

6 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

School  Canteens 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Hospitals,  Homes 

etc. 

5 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Brownhills  U.D. 

Retail 

22 

16 

— 

16 

— 

6 

— 

Schools 

9 

9 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

School  Canteens 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

From  1.4.66-31.12.66 

Aldridge-B’hills  U.D. 

Retail 

1 

Void* 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Schools 

51 

51 

— 

61 

— 

— 

— 

School  Canteens 

26 

26 

— 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Hospitals,  Homes 

etc. 

18 

18 

18 

“ 

TOTAL 

177 

159 

1 

161 

— 

16 

— 

•Void — due  to  high  atmospheric  shade  temperature 
on  date  sample  was  taken. 

Note.  This  was  an  unofficial  sample  taken  from  a 
vending  machine  at  Streetly  Manufacturing 
Co. 


Informal  (Retail)  Milk  Samples  submitted  under  the  Food  & Drugs 

Act  1955 

1.1.66—  31.3.66 
Aldrigde  U.D.Brownhills  U.D. 

Pasteurised  3 1 

Pasteurised  Channel 

Island  3 

Steralised  1 1 

7 2 1 

Total  10  all  satisfactory. 


1.4.66—31.12.66 
Aldridge-Brownhills  U.D. 

1 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  PART 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


Domestic  Smoke  Control 

I am  again  happy  to  report  that  steady  progress  has  been 
maintained  during  the  year  in  the  field  of  domestic  smoke  control. 
1966  will,  of  course,  be  remembered  as  “amalgamation  year”  in  the 
authority  and  the  consequent  boundary  revisions  resulted  in  two  of 
the  Council’s  smoke  control  areas  being  transferred  to  the  County 
Borough  of  West  Bromwich. 

The  Council  made  a further  three  smoke  control  orders  during 
the  year  which  increased  the  total  area  under  smoke  control  by  an 
additional  101  acres  and  which  will  ultimately  affect  a further  774 
dwellings. 

The  majority  of  householders  living  in  Smoke  Control  Area  No. 
22,  the  first  phase  of  the  Streetly  programme,  had  either  completed 
the  necessary  works  of  adaptation  to  their  coal  burning  fireplaces  by 
the  end  of  the  year,  or  had  indicated  their  intentions  and  had  re- 
ceived approval  from  the  Council.  Careful  records  have  been  kept 
of  the  type  of  appliances  selected  by  the  householders  in  this  area, 
in  order  to  enable  estimations  of  cost  on  future  areas  to  be  as  accurate 
as  possible.  The  results  are  not  without  general  interest,  in  that  they 
indicate  present  trends  in  the  popularity  of  appliances  and  fuels  and 
I reproduce  them  for  you  below 


Type  of  Appliance 

Type  of  fuel 

Percentages 

(a)  Inset  open  fire 

Gas  coke,  Gloco,  Coalite, 

With 

boiler 

18.2% 

Without 

boiler 

18% 

(b)  Inset  open  fire  with 

and  other  highly  reactive 
smokeless  fuels. 

All  solid  smokeless  fuels 

3.1% 

6% 

forced  draught 

(c)  Underfloor  drought 

All  solid  smokeless  fuels 

16% 

15% 

open  fires 

(d)  Openable  stoves 

All  soid  smokeless  fuels 

29.3% 

3% 

(e)  Gas  appliances 

Gas 

33.3% 

58% 

(f)  Electric  Thermal 

Electricity 

Nil 

Nil 

Storage  Heaters 


N.  B.  Direct  acting  electric  appliances  are  not  eligible  for  grant  aid. 

All  appliances  are  inspected  by  the  department  before  grants 
are  paid,  and  the  general  standard  of  workmanship  has  been  found 
to  be  satisfactory;  in  only  approximately  5%  of  cases  has  it  been 
necessary  to  refuse  payment  of  grant  until  appliances  have  been 
fixed  correctly. 

The  end  of  the  year  saw  preliminary  survey  work  almost  com- 
pleted for  the  proposed  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  27,  the  third 
phase  of  the  Streetly  Area.  This  area  will  cover  approximately  890 
acres,  affecting  approximately  550  houses,  and  when  completed  will 
link  up  Streetly  and  Pheasey  Smoke  Control  Areas  into  one  large 
smoke  control  area  almost  1,600  acres  in  extent. 

Number  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  in  operation 

at  31.12.66 2i 
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Number  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  confirmed  but 
not  in  operation  at  31.12.60  ..  ..  ..  3 

Number  of  Smoke  Control  Orders  awaiting  con- 
firmation of  the  Ministry  at  31.12.66  ..  ..  2 

Total  number  of  dwellings  covered  . . . . 8,350 

Total  acreage  covered  . . . . . . . . 1207.8 

Percentage  area  of  district  under  smoke  control  9.1% 
Percentage  number  of  dwellings  under  smoke 
control  ..  ..  28.24% 


dwellings 

acres 


Garden  Bonfires 


Complaints  concerning  smoke  nuisances  from  this  source  have 
increased  over  the  past  two  or  three  years,  approximately  90%  of 
these  complaints  originating  from  smoke  control  areas.  Garden 
bonfires,  of  course,  are  no  more  prevalent  in  smoke  control  areas  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  district,  but  the  occupants  of  such  an  area  have 
the  control  of  atmospheric  pollution  very  much  on  their  minds. 

Although  legal  control  of  such  nuisances  is  afforded  by  section 
16  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  the  department  has  adopted  a policy 
of  health  education  and  gentle  persuasion  in  this  field,  and  I am 
happy  to  report  that  in  no  case  was  it  found  necessary,  in  the  year 
under  review,  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 


Air  Pollution  from  Road  Vehicles 

Since  the  introduction  of  domestic  smoke  control  to  the  Streetly 
area,  complaints  have  from  time  to  time  been  made  to  members  of 
the  department  concerning  pollution  caused  by  vehicles,  mainly 
diesel  lorries,  using  the  Chester  Road  (A452),  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Chester  Road,  particularly  the  stretch  from  Queslett  Road 
East  to  Bridle  Lane,  is  fairly  heavily  polluted  from  this  source. 

Although  it  is  stated  that,  at  the  present  time,  more  carbon 
monoxide  and  oxides  of  nitrogen  are  emitted  from  domestic  fires  and 
industrial  plant  than  from  motor  vehicles,  emissions  from  the  latter 
are  made  at  a very  low  level  and  are  not  distributed  evenly  over  the 
whole  of  the  road  network,  but  are  concentrated  on  a number  of 
blackspots  similar  to  the  stretch  of  the  A452  mentioned  above. 

Carbon  monoxide  produces  symptons  of  headache,  nausea  and 
dizziness,  and  it  is  stated  that  small  doses,  drawn  through  car  windows 
and  ventilators  or  through  leaking  exhaust  systems  can  cause 
lapses  in  concentration  and  errors  of  judgement.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  atmospheric  polution  from  vehicles  may  have  a road 
safety  aspect  in  addition  to  a public  health  significance. 

It  is  proposed  to  issue  a British  Standard  for  diesel  vehicle 
exhaust  gases,  which  is  expected  to  form  the  basis  for  new  regulations. 
At  this  stage  one  can  only  hope  that  the  new  regulations  will  be 
effective  and  not  long  delayed. 

So  far  as  pollution  from  petrol  engines  is  concerned,  it  is  en- 
couraging that  the  United  States  of  America  are  limiting  emissions 
from  the  engines  of  all  1968  cars,  to  which  our  own  exporting 
manufacturers  will  have  to  conform.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
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modified  engines  and  exhaust  systems  will  not  be  for  export  only  . 
With  the  number  of  vehicles  on  our  roads  expected  to  double  within 
the  next  fifteen  years,  this  is  not  a problem  which  we  can  afford  to 

treat  lightly. 


Industrial  Smoke  Control 

The  control  of  atmospheric  pollution  from  those  industrial 
premises  within  the  district  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the 
department,  have  presented  little  difficulty  during  1966  The 
majority  of  the  combustion  plants  in  the  district  have  been  installed 
or  modified  during  the  last  ten  years  since  the  introduction  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  and  in  consequence  are  more  than  capable  of  opera- 
ting without  contravention  of  the  Regulations. 


Modern  design  and  engineering  standards  are  such  that  it  is 
rare  for  modifications  on  proposed  new  installations  to  be  requested 
by  the  department,  except  for  the  extension  of  chimney  heights. 
Modern  boilers  will  operate  satisfactorily  with  a far  lower  chimney 
height  than  is  necessary  for  the  adequate  dispersal  of  flue  gases,  and 
it  is  often  necessary  for  the  department  to  insist  that  the  chimney 
height  be  increased— often  to  the  dismay  of  owner  and  local  resident 
alike. 


Such  a case  occured  during  1966,  when  a large  manufacturing 
firm  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district  proposed  to  instal  new  steam 
production  plant  with  a chimney  height  of  only  40  feet.  The  depart- 
ment, in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  memorandum  on  the  subject, 
had  to  insist  on  a minimum  height  of  more  than  double  the  height 
proposed.  The  chimney  stack  was  erected  and  a spate  of  complaints 
followed,  including  one  complaint  which  was  received  some  weeks 
before  the  boiler  plant  was  installed.  However,  I am  pleased  to 
report  that  complaints  of  this  chimney  have  ceased  and  the  plant 
is  now  working  satisfactorily. 


Atmospheric  pollution  from  industrial  processes  within  the 
district  which  are  registered  under  the  Alkali  Act  (and  outside  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  local  authority)  showed  very  little  improvement 
during  the  year. 


The  new  cyclone  and  bag  filtration  plant  installed  by  a large 
firm  of  brass  extruders  in  the  district  showed  some  improvement 
during  the  year,  but  the  plant  is  still  very  prone  to  fire  damage.  I 
understand  that  it  is  now  intended  to  pre-treat  the  raw  materials 
in  order  to  remove  some  of  the  pollutants  at  source  and  it  is  felt  that 
this,  in  conjucntion  with  the  present  filtration  plant,  should  achieve 
a substantial  reduction  in  the  level  of  pollution. 


Pollution  from  the  blue  brick  manufacturing  companies 
continued  unabated  during  the  year.  The  department  has  made  a 
number  of  representations  to  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  over  this  matter 
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in  order  to  exert  pressure  on  the  firms  involved,  but  I see  no  hope  of 
any  significant  reduction  in  the  level  of  pollution  from  this  source  at 
the  present  time. 


DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 
DEPOSITS  IN  TONS  PER  SQUARE  MILE  PER  MONTH 


Month 

Brownhills 

Shelfield 

January 

8.94 

12.54 

February 

13.74 

22.48 

March 

11.59 

14.58 

April 

18.58 

16.76 

May 

29.51 

15.11 

June 

37.29 

16.09 

July  .. 

9.64 

19.52 

August 

7.70 

17.40 

September 

13.81 

9.97 

October 

13.94 

12.87 

November 

15.46 

15.37 

December 

— 

25.35 

Totals 

180.2 

199.04 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF 
SULPHUR  POLLUTION 

WEIGHT  OF  SULPHUR  TRIOXIDE  COLLECTED 
IN  MILLIGRAMS  PER  100  SQUARE  CM.  PER  DAY 


Month 

Brownhills 

Shelfield 

January 

2.54 

2.50 

February 

2.02 

2.42 

March 

1.28 

1.13 

April 

1.38 

1.10 

May 

1.27 

0.83 

June  .. 

1.07 

0.65 

July  ) 

August  ) ' ' 

0.08 

0.45 

September 

1.76 

0.55 

October 

1.69 

0.92 

November 

3.26 

1.36 

December 

1.30 

2.11 

Totals 

17.65 

14.02 

THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
(a)  Routine  Inspections 

During  the  year  under  review,  routine  inspections  were  under- 
taken of  premises  registered  with  the  local  authority.  At  the 
end  of  the  year,  75%  of  all  registered  premises  had  received  at 
least  one  general  inspection.  It  was  also  necessary  during  this 
year  to  integrate  two  separate  administrative  and  record 
systems  and  this  task  was  accomplished. 
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Class  of  Premises 

Number 

Registered 

Number 
Registered 
during  1966 

Number 
inspected 
to  date 

Offices 
Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops.  Warehouses 

Catering  establishments 

Fuel  storage  depots  

86 

285 

11 

43 

1 

3 

19 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

61 

223 

4 

21 

Nil 

Totals 

426 

22 

309 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by 
inspectors  registered  under  the  Act 

369 

(b)  Contraventions 

There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  contraventions  found 
compared  with  the  previous  year  and  once  again  these  were 
mostly  of  a minor  character.  There  was  not,  however,  the  same 
emphasis  as  in  the  previous  year  on  temperature  and  first-aid 
requirements.  During  the  current  year  the  contraventions  were 
widely  spread  over  the  whole  range  of  the  Act. 


Analysis  of  contraventions: 


Section 


4. 

Cleanliness 

No.  found 
15 

5. 

Overcrowding 

— 

6. 

Temperature 

41 

7. 

Ventilation 

6 

8. 

Lighting  

12 

9. 

Sanitary  conveniences 

13 

10. 

Washing  facilities 

6 

12. 

Clothing  accommodation 

7 

13. 

Sitting  facilities 

— 

16. 

Floors,  passages  and  stairs  . . 

4 

24. 

First-Aid,  general  provisions 

28 

Total  number  of  contraventions 
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(c)  Accidents 

Three  accidents  were  reported  to  the  local  authority  during  the 
year  under  review.  In  two  of  the  cases,  the  circumstances  were 
discussed  with  the  management  as  it  was  not  felt  that  the 
accidents  were  the  result  of  disregard  of  the  safety  provisions 
of  the  Regulations. 

The  other  case,  however,  concerned  a more  serious  matter  in 
which  a youth  employed  in  a butcher’s  shop  was  involved  in  an 
accident  in  which  the  top  of  a finger  was  cut  off  while  he  was 
cleaning  a bacon  slicing  machine. 

This  accident  was  the  result  of  a disregard  for  the  provisions  of 
The  Prescribed  Dangerous  Machines  Order  1964,  which  pro- 
hibit “young  persons’’  under  the  age  of  18  from  cleaning 
machines  of  this  type. 
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The  circumstances  were  brought  before  the  Health  Committee, 
as  a result  of  which  the  offending  firm  was  prosecuted  under  the 
aforementioned  Regulations.  A fine  of  £10  with  £6  6 Od. 
costs  was  imposed  on  the  defendant  by  the  Magistrates. 

It  cannot  be  emphasized  too  strongly  that  the  Regulations 
forbid  under  all  circumstances  the  cleaning  of  the  prescribed 
dangerous  machines  by  young  persons  under  the  age  of  18  years. 
It  was  a common  pratice  for  young  persons  to  be  given  this  task 
on  first  taking  up  employment  and  therefore  I feel  that  I must 
state  categorically  that  any  employer  to  whom  the  Act  applies 
should  disregard  the  practices  of  former  years  and  ensure  that 
only  experienced  persons  over  the  age  of  18  years  are  entrusted 
with  the  cleansing  of  dangerous  machines. 

COMPLAINTS 

Complaints  received  at  the  Health  Department  and  dealt  with: 


Drainage,  House  Defects,  Nuisances  210 
Defective  Dustbins  . . . . . . 1266 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Service  . . 452 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  . . . . 308 


2236 

NOTICES  DEALT  WITH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Notices  Notices 
served  Completed 

Informal  . . 104  69 

Formal  17  9 


121  78 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Accumulations 
Aged  Persons 
Animals  keeping  of  . . 

Ash  pits 

Atmospheric  pollution 

Bakehouses 

Brook  course  pollution 

Butcher’s  shops 

Cesspools 

Combustion  plant 

Disinfections  and  disinfestations  . . 
Drains — new  and/or  tested 

existing  and  /or  defective 
cleansed 

Dustbins 
Factories 
Factory  canteens 
Fish  fryers 
Food  Premises 


MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

96 

4 

'£  105 

" !!  138 

” 1 '.  80 

8 

15 

17 

” . ' 1 

" ” 197 

13 
1 
78 
11 
8 

285 
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Housing — Public  Health  Act — repairs 
Housing  Act  — repairs 

Demolition  — Informal 

— Statuory 
Clearance  areas  . . 

Housing  improvements 
Improvement  grants 
Certificates  of  desrepair . . 
Overcrowding 
Subsidence  damage 
Verminous  or  dirty 
Infectious  disease  enquiries 
Insects 

Meat  Inspections 
Miscellaneous 

Mobile  shops  and  Delivery  Vehicles 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Noise  Nuisance 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Outworkers  . . 

Pails  , . 

Petroleum  Storage 

Privies 

Refuse  Tips 

Refuse  Collection — House 
Rodent  Control 
School  Canteens 
Shops  Act 
Slaughterhouses 
Smoke  Control  Areas 

Theatre  Licences  and  Cinema  Inspections 

Town  and  Country  Planning 

Trade  Refuse 

Unsound  Food 

Water  Closets 

Samples — Water,  Bacteriological  . . 
Chemical 
Faecal 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . 


563 

25 
123 
188 
371 

3 
42 
24 

2 

23 
36 

41 
542 
436 

8 

42 
62 

270 

4 
1 

26 

88 

162 

40 

1 

8 

10 

1,538 

9 

27 

56 

126 

8 

3 

13 

24 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION— PAIL  CLOSETS 

The  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  district  is  22.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  figure  will  decrease  due  to  the  demolition  of  unfit  properties. 

THEATRES  ACT,  1843 
CINEMATOGRAPH  ACTS  1903-1952 

Number  of  applications  for  the  performance  of  stage  plays 

received  and  granted  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Annual  inspection  of  cinemas  : — 

1.  Beacon  Cinema,  Great  Barr  ..  1 

2.  Avion  Cinema,  Aldridge  1 

Inspections  concerning  the  above  were  carried  out  in  con- 
junction with  the  Staffordshire  County  Council  Fire  Brigade  Fire 
Precautions  Officers,  whose  co-operation  is  greatly  appreciated. 
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PETROLEUM  ACTS 

There  are  96  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  and/ 
or  petroleum  mixtures  within  the  district. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ensure  that  all  licensed  premises  are 
inspected  at  least  annually,  usually  in  co-operation  with  the  Fire 
Prevention  Officer  of  the  Staffordshire  County  Fire  Brigade,  to  ensure 
that  the  licence  conditions  are  being  observed. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

Applications  received  and  granted  for  a Licence  to  keep  a 

Pet  Shop  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

RIDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1964 

Applications  received  and  granted  for  a Licence  under  the  above 

Act  5 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  1963 

Applications  recieved  and  granted  for  a Licence  under  the 

above  Act  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

SAMPLING  OF  STREAMS  AND  SPRINGS 

Periodic  sampling  for  chemical  analysis  of  the  streams  adjacent 
to  the  Wood  Lane  and  Clayhanger  refuse  tips  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  in  order  to  ensure  that  risk  of  contamination  is 
kept  to  a minimum. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  WORK 

Premises  Inspected 
(To  confirm  infestation  or  otherwise) 

Found 

Totals  Found  Non- 
Inspected  Infested  Infested 


Dwelling  houses  (including  Council  houses)  274  272  2 

Business  Premises  . . . . . . 40  39  1 

Council  Premises  . . . . . ■ • • 16  16  — 

330  327  3 


VISITS  TO  CARRY  OUT  TREATMENT  OF  INFESTED 

PREMISES 

Dwelling  houses  (including  Council  houses)  . . 966 

Business  Premises  . . . . • • • • 529 

Council  Premises  . . . . . • • • • • 208 

Agricultural  Premises  . . . . . . • • 40 

1743 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936,  SECTION  75  (1) 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  . . . . 27 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  . . • • 308 

335 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(This  section  of  the  Report  relates  to  the  year  commencing 
1st  April  1966  and  terminating  31st  March,  1967). 

Staff: 

Cleansing  Inspector  . . . . 1 

Male  Employees: 

Refuse  collection  . . . . 51 

Refuse  disposal  . . . . . • 3 


Vehicles: 
Registration  No. 


Vehicle 


794  VRF 
6201  RF 
379  CBF 
245  KBF 
ORF  263B 
CBF  663D 
BRF  360E 
NBF  499 
RBF  940 
LRE  236B 
EBF  9 10C 


S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 
S & D Fore  and  Aft  Tipper 
S & D Pakamatic 
S & D Pakamatic 
Eagle  Crushload 
Automatic  Loader 
S & D Pakamatic 
Dennis  Paxit  11 
Dennis  Paxit  111 
Side  Loader 
Dennis  Paxit  111  A 
Bristol  Taurus  Tractor 
Drott  Skid  Shovel 


Year 

1958 

1960 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1966 

1967 

1961 
1961 

1964 

1965 


COST  STATEMENT  TO  THE  31st  MARCH,  1966 
COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  AND  TRADE  REFUSE 


Particulars 

Collec- 

tion 

Disposal 

Total 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT 

£ 

£ 

£ 

GROSS  EXPENDITURE:— 
Labour 

41,072 

818 

41,890 

Transport  . . 

20,107 

4,099 

24,206 

Other  items 

1,393 

1,314 

2,707 

TOTAL  GROSS  EXPENDITURE 

62,572 

6,231 

68,803 

GROSS  INCOME  

4,556 

— 

4,556 

NET  COST  

58,016 

6,231 

64,247 

Capital  expenditure  met  from  revenue  (included 
above) 

UNIT  COSTS 


Collec- 

tion 

Disposal 

Total 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only 

27  6 

6 

28  0 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

13  10 

2 9 

16  7 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton  . . 

33  0 

4 3 

37  3 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

699 

75 

774 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

2,000 

215 

2,215 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS 


Area 

13,276  acres 

Population  at  30th  June,  1966 

81,700  persons 

Total  refuse  collected — estimated 

29,103  tons 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 

19  cwts. 

Number  of  premises 

28,907 

Average  haul 

4 miles 

Frequency  of  collection 

Weekly 

Total  refuse  disposed  of 

29,103  tons 

Method  of  disposal — controlled  tipping 

100% 

Rateable  Value 

£2,545,810 

Product  of  Id.  rate 

£10,877 

Rate  in  £ (collection  and  disposal) 

5.961d. 

This  report  is  the  first  of  the  combined  authority.  As  the 
amalgamation  took  place  during  the  year  under  review  it  is  apparent 
that  the  activities  of  the  Department  were  necessarily  largely 
restricted  to  emergency  matters  due  to  the  administrative  difficulties 
which  were  entailed  in  integrating  the  systems  of  the  two  constituent 
authorities. 

That  so  much  work  was  undertaken  is  due  to  the  spirit  of  good- 
will and  co-operation  which  exists  within  the  Department  and 
with  other  departments  of  the  Council  and  its  Members. 

This  report  offers  me  the  opportunity  to  place  on  record  my 
personal  thanks  to  Dr.  Shore,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  all 
other  principal  officers  of  the  Council  and  their  staff  for  the  many 
occasions  during  the  year  when  their  assistance  and  co-operation  has 
been  granted  to  me. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Perkins, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


